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PROVERBS, CHAP. 19, VER. 21. 


THERE ARE MANY DEVICES IN A MAN'S HEART; NEVERTHELESS, 
THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD, THAT SHALL STAND, 


O believe in the Exiſtence of a Supreme and Al- 
mighty Being, is the foundation of Religion ;—to 
confide in God, and regard his Attributes with becoming 
humility and reverence, is a duty incumbent upon all, 
and eſſential to the happineſs of mankind ; whilſt the 
doctrine of a ſuperintending Providence forms the baſis 
on which all our comfort in this world is fixed without 
it, there would be no conſolation under affliction ; no hope 
in the time of calamity and diſtreſs : Proſperity would be 
B re 


1 
regarded as tlie offspring of Chance; and adverſe circum- 
ſtances, the cruel reſult of abſolute neceſſity. 


Bur, as it is not poſſible that unthinking matter ſhould 
have caſually fallen into that beautiful and ſtupendous 
arrangement appearing in the natural economy, which 
muſt be referred to ſome Firſt intelligent Cauſe or Author 
who formed the univerſe with counſel and deſign, and ſtil} 
directs its motions by the operation of His Will; fo it is 
not to be imagined that the Omnipotent Creator of all 
Things would ſet the creatures of His Workmanſhip 
out of His Power and Control—would create, and then 
neglect them. To leave mankind to the direction of 
Chance or to the impulſe of mere Neceſſity would not be 
confiſtent with His Goodneſs, His Wiſdom, or His Power ; 
every thing proclaims the contrary :—The eyes of the Lord 
are in every place He knoweth the concerns of men, and 
ruleth over all from the beginning He continueth or ſuſ- 
pendeth, at His Pleaſure, the uſe and application of our 
ſeveral faculties He regardeth our tranſactions, and keepeth 
- the direction of all things in His Own Hand. 


Many inſtances occur to inſtru& and convince us, 


that—The race is not always to the ſwift, nor the battle to 
the 
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the ſtrong : and theſe refleQions naturally lead us to obſerve 


and acknowledge that ſuperior Power, which guides and 
over-rules the motions of inferior agents, and directs them 
to the accompliſhment of His Deſigns ; for, though There 
are many devices in a man's heart, yet the Counſel! of the Lord 
THAT alone hall fand ! 


TRE doctrine of a ſuperintending Providence, ſo 
clearly aſſerted in Holy Writ, concurs with our own ob- 
ſervation ; and the many unexpected returns and revolutions 
which have happened in the world, may teach us that God is 
the Judge; that He putteth down one, and ſetteth up 
another ; that it is He who controlleth the power of the 
ſtrong, the violent, and the fierce : and, by His own Au— 
thority, maketh wars to ceaſe in all the world ;—that it is 


He who breaketh the bow, and knappeth the ſpear in ſunder, 
and burneth the chariots in the fire. It cannot reaſonably be 


ſuppoſed, that the interference of Providence is either vi {.bl 
in every trivial circumſtance and event, nor that the actions of 
men are at all times agrecable to the Divine Will, and con- 
formable to thoſe upright laws which God has ſo graciouſly 
imparted to us: a little reflection would convince us that 
offences will come, and many are the inſtances which occur 
of wrong and violence; yet God ſo ruleth, as to keep the 
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ultimate diſpoſal of all things in Himſelf ; ſometimes, of 


His Wiſdom reſtraining evil; and at others, directing even 


our perverſeneſs, ſo far as he is pleaſed to ſuffer its acti vity 


to fulfil the wiſe ends and purpoſes of His W 


Tu interpoſition of Providence ſometimes appears 
more illuſtrious by a concurrence of extraordinary events; 
thus proving to us, in a more eſpecial manner, that the 
Lord looketh down from heaven, and beholdeth the chil- 
dren of men ;—that, from the habitation of His Dwelling, 
he conſidereth all them that dwell on the earth. 


Wæ find, by His all- powerful, over-ruling Agency, 
that the virtuous Joſeph was protected and rewarded ; that 
the baſe and unnatural conduct of his brethren, was finally 
productive of good ;—contrary to all human expectation 
and foreſight, he was zhereby led to advancement, diſtinction 
and honour : The favour of the Lord was-upon him ; His 
watchful Providence guarded him on every fide ; ſo that, in 


the time of ſcarcity and dearth, he preſerved the land of 


Egypt from famine ; and, through the mercies of God, ſaved 
the lives of thouſands by a great deliverance. 
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1 
From Scripture, then, as well as our own experience, 
we may adduce arguments ſufficiently ſtrong to ſupport the 
doctrine of a ſuperintending Providence over the affairs of 


men, and indiſputable proofs of God's univerſal Sovereignty. 


Ir is recorded in Holy Writ, that the Affyrians, a 
bold, intrepid Nation, were uſed as a rod to ſcourge a finful 
and difobedient people :—but, whillt they thought only to 
ſerve the purpoſes of ambition and avarice, ſtriving to 
agerandiſe themſelves by the total ruin of their enemies, 
God over-ruled their enterpriſes to His own Glory, and the 
ſervice of religion; He made their reſtleſs activity and 
inhuman ravages inſtrumental to promote thoſe ends of 
Divine Counſel which they themſelves never intended, or 
impiouſly ſtrived to defeat. But this gave no ſanction to 
the wick dneſs and enormity of their proceedings; it is a 
convincing proof of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God, thus 
carrying His Judgments into execution, and out of evi/ 
intentions producing good effects; for—When the Judg- 
ments of the Lord are in the earth, the inhabitants of the 
world will learn righteouſneſs, 


IF, again, from the numerous inſtances of Divine 
Power, we conſider the melancholy fate of Jeruſalem, that 
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1 
once illuſtrious city, the pride of the Jewiſh Nation; if 
we reflect upon the horrors of its long protracted ſiege, and 
the final overthrow of its palaces, its temples, and all its 
magnificence ; and if we meditate upon the cauſes which 
| roduced ſuch devaſlation—that ſuch inhuman ravage, ſucli 
an extremity of miſciy was effected by an extremity of wickeds 
neſs, thus drawing down the vengeance of the Almighty :—- 
ſurely we ſhall benefit by the example; and, in avoiding 


the crimes of the Jews, ſtrive to avert thoſe heavy judg- 


ments, which ſcem even now to hang over our heads. 


Ir the hiſtoric page of Scripture recites to us fo many 
inſtances of Divine Wrath being poured cut upon guilty 
nations, and a rebellious people: ſurely we ſhould be taught 
and convinced, that, though the actions of men may ſeem 
for the preſent to be diſregarded, yet, downfal and deſtruc- 


tion, wretchedneſs and miſery, are the certain conſequences 


of iniquity : for—The Moſt High God is the Governour 


among nations: The Lord increaſeth the nations, and 


deſtroyeth them: He enlargeth the nations, and ſtraiteneth 


them again: And, at what inſtant He ſpeaketh concerning 
a nation or a kingdom, to build and to plant it, or to pluck 


up and pull down and deſtroy it, it ſhall be done; for— 


His Dominion is an everlaſting dominion, and the Conrſel 
of the Lord that ſhall ſlaud. 
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WEN calm reflection takes place of thoughtleſſnels, 


and inconſiderate folly gives way to mature deliberation : 


when the certain conſequences of fin and impiety are weighed 
in the ſcale of reaſon and ſound judgment ; when every 
action of man 1s repreſented as paſſing under the immediate 
inſpection of an Omniſcient, Omnipotent Being, who 
knoweth the very ſecrets of the heart, and will not permit 
wickedneſs to go unpuniſhed : in theſe circumſtances the 
vell of deceit is torn from the infatuating ſemblance of plca- 
fure, and guilt alone is developed under the maſk of enjoy- 
ment. Then is the mind ſtruck with ſerious horror and re- 
morſe ; we become terrified and alarmed ; the religious 
ſentiment approaches with energy and truth, and impels us 
to a ſenſe of duty: our paſſions ſublide ; they are corrected 
by the prevailing voice of reaſon ; and obedience to the Di- 
vine Will is inforced by the ſtrongeſt motive of ſelf- preſerva - 


tion, In this view of things, we perceive the neceſſity ot 


a Superintending Providence to protect us; and the wonder- 


ful efficacy of religious principles to control our unruly de- 


fires, and guide us in the way to happinels. * 


Wirnovr a ſenſe of Religion, wretched would be 
the ſtate of the world: Man, giving way to the fury of his 
paſſions, unchecked by any principles of religion, would 

| become 
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become wild and frantic ; deſpiſing authority, and acknow- 


ledzinz no law but the dictates of his own capricious will: 
—without a due ſenſe of religion - without the dread of 
of future puniſhment, or the hopes of future reward—man 
would become fierce, headſtrong, and unruly ; human laws 
could not bind him, no ſocial compact control him, no 


government reitrain the impetuoſity of his temper. 


RELIGION ſteps in aid of human policy, reforms the 
heart, and ſubdues by its mildneſs, the wild ferocity of un- 
corrected nature: the vicious propenſities of men are fſof- 
tened by the principles of Chriſtianity, and the happineſs of 
ſociety maintained. The belief of a Supreme and Almighty 
Being who takes cognizance of all our actions, the hopes of 
His Favour, and the dread of His Vengeance, act forcibly 
upon the mind, and give an authoritative ſanction to human 
laws. Where other arguments cannot prevail, where per- 
ſuaſion will not invite, and coercion becomes ineffect ual, 
the terrors of the Lord will operate with irreſiſtible force, 


alarm every faculty of the ſoul, and evince the neceſſity of 


our obedience to his commands. 


Man, in his beſt eſtate, is but weak-ſighted and igno- 
rant; the times and ſeaſons are hid from his eyes; the ways of 
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Providence he cannot foreſee; he knoweth not the events of 
futurity: Obſervation muſt guide him, hiſtory muſt inform 
him; Scripture Truths will aflure him, that human ſkill, un- 
attended by divine bleflings, is frail and unſtable ; that 
though the heathen may make much ado, and the kingdoms 
be in great commotion, yet, when God utters His Voice 
the very earth ſhall melt away, and all the world ſhall Keep 
ſilence before Him. 


Wurf men, therefore, blinded by their own paſſions, 
elated with ambition, and rioting in every excels of licen- 
tiouſneſs and blaſphemy ; deſpiſing the energy of Divine 
Truth, ridiculng the authority of revelation, priding them- 
ſelves upon the ſufficiency of natural reaſon to enlighten 
and direct them :—when men, thus uncontrolled by the 
principles of religion, ſeck to ſpread deſolation and waſte, 
and bring deſtruction upon the earth, i7 may be, God uſes 
them as His Inſtruments for the ſcourge of ſin, or for the 
exerciſe of virtue—to pull down the pride of the people, to 
correct their enormities, to puniſh their prevailing crimes, 
to call them to repentance, and, in the end, more efftectu- 
ally to promote the tranquillity of mankind :- may be, 
that the melancholy protraction of the war, in which we are. 


engaged, the unprecedented ravages of our enemy, and the 
C preſent 
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preſent too gloomy aſpect of affairs, are intended to fulfil 
ſome part of thoſe prophecies, which muſt be completed; 
to purify and eſtabl.ſh Chriſtianity upon the broad baſis of 
the Goſpel, free from the errors of Popery, and unſhackled 
by the fetters of ſuperſtition. Doubtleſs, however, theſe 
things muſt convince and teach all nations, that God is 
Judge alone ; that He alone hath power to help and to caft 
down, to ſave, and to deſtroy: in famine, He can redeem 
from death ; and, in war, from the peril of the ſword. 


Tax conſideration of God's Sovereignty, and the 
doctrine of a Superintending Providence, both in a temporal 
and ſpiritual view, cannot but afford us matter of hope and 
conſolation ; it teaches us to caſt our care upon Him, for 
he careth for us; it impels us, in the time of public calami- 
ty and diſtreſs, to call upon Him with prayer and faſting, 
being aſſured, that God is no reſpecter of perſons ; but, in 
every nation, he that feareth Him and worketh righteouſneſs, 
is accepted with Him, 


Ir, then, we are careful to diſcharge the duties He 
requires of us; if we are grateful for the mercies we have 
received at His Hands ; if we attend His Ordinances, keep 
His Sabbaths holy, and duly acknowledge the wonderful 

acts 
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acts of His Providential Care, we may aſſure ourſelves of 
His Protection; we may, with humble confidence, look for 
ſaſety and ſucceſs ; and truſt that He, who ruleth the raging 
of the ſea, will alſo, in His good time, quell and ſubdue the 
hoſtile diſpoſition of thoſe who ſeek our Deſtruction, and by 
His Almighty Power, preſerve us from every effort of our 


enemy, and ſecure to us the bleſſings of returning peace. 


Tun Bounty of Providence to this nation has been 
great: ſeparately to recount the various acts of His Goo. 
nels, Volumes muſt be written: but, to benefit by them, 
deſerve them, and be thankful :—Aſcribe them, not to the 
arm of fleſh, or thoſe inſtruments which God 1s pleated to 
uſe for the effecting of His Deſigns, but let the Hand 
which guides them have the glory; and, though much 
commendation and praiſe may be due to human counſels 
and commands, yet ſhould the ultimate of all be ever re- 
ferred to the Supreme Director: let our acknowledgments 
be unto Him, that, among all the miſery and trouble which 
we ſuffer in this deplorable ſtate of warfare, we are not 
utterly deſtroyed ; for it is He that ſaveth us from our 
enemies, and putteth them to confuſion that hate us. 


THE 
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E 

Tur confideration of God's Providence and Sove- 
reignty ſhould teach us humility and gratitude ; ſhould 
teach us, to rely upon His Will, to pray unto Him, and 
adore His Goodnels ; to bear our afflictions with reſigna- 
tion, and our proſperity without vaunting. The conſider- 
ation of His former kindneſs to us ſhould teach us fidelity 
to our country, and loyalty to our king—to deſpiſe the 
{chemes of innovators, and pray for the preſervation and wel- 
fare of our Conſtitution. 


Tu miſery conſequent upon innovation has generally 
exceeded all that the boldeſt projector at firſt deſigned, or 
could have anticipated ; riot, confuſion, and bloodſhed 
enſue—property becomes the ſport of faction — ſafety no- 
where to be found—neither youth, nor age, nor ſex, 1s free 
from the horrid barbarities of aſſailants - Atheiſm erects her 
ſtandard—and every thing ſacred and divine is diſtorted, 
prophaned, and blaſphemed. 


Tart truth of this obſervation muſt be evident to 
every man of reaſon and reflection: We have a difmal 
picture before us of the violent and quick tranſition from 
one extreme to another, equally inconſiſtent with the happi- 


neſs of the people: we have a fatal example before us, by 
which 
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1 
which we ought to take ſerious warning, and know, that 
liberty unreſtrained ſoon became licentiouſnels—licen tiouſ- 


neſs paſſed into anarchy—and anarchy 1s, at laſt, ſucceeded 
by the moſt confirmed and deſpotic tyranny. 


Ax example of this kind ſhould convince us of the 
danger and miſeries attending innovations; and of what im- 
portance it is to us, to quiet the minds of the deluded and 
diffatisfied, by arguments of lenity and moderation, rather 
than kindle the flame of contention by cowardly inſinuations 


and murmurs againſt Government. 


To enter into political diſcuſſion in this place, is 
unneceſſary and unbecoming—it is not my inclination, 
neither is it my duty; but a few general reflections, at this 
important criſis, may do much good, —and I hope they will 


be received as the dictates of an unprejudiced mind. 


A $sTATE of warfare muſt always produce evil; and 
to aver the contrary, would be uttering a falſe aſſertion : 
war at all times muſt bring with it diſmal effects; reaſon 
affirms it, experience teſtifies the truth of it: but, compa- 
ratively ſpeaking, we of this nation may ſtill deem ourlelves 
proſperous. Our danger has been great ; great have been 

our 
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our cxertions, and wonderful our deliverance: —hlitherto we 


have eſcaped the fury of the Hoſt. 


TrurEATs of cxtirpation are mclancholy to confider : 
A relentleſs enemy, determined upon our utter ruin, cannot 
be ſucceſsfully reſiſted wirlzout unanimity on our fide, to- 
gether with great and voluntary ſacrifices, perſonal exertion, 
and zealous activity: Theſe things are neceſſary for our 
preſervatlon; theſe are {till needful to maintain our free- 
dom, our laws, our religion —nay, even our exiſtence as 


à nation. 


Tux hardihip, indeed, is great; but the conteſt is 
the reſult of neceſfity, not of will: Our overtures of re- 
conciliation have been rejected with ſcorn and derifion ;— 
nothing but the abſolute overthrow of our Government, 
can ſatisfy the ambition and revenge of our Foes ; dominion 
and plunder arc the firſt object of their wiſhes, and a 
total ſubverſion of our eſtabliſhment in Church and State 
the final determination of all their devices. In ſuch a cauſe, 
though great are our difficulties, yet glorious is the con- 
flict: We are contending for every thing that is dear and 
And 1s not 


comparative evil better than ſuperlative miſery ?—1s it not 


precious to us, as men and as Britons | 


more 
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more prudent, will it not be more wiſe, to be patient under 


a known and temporary hardſhip, rather than fooliſhly draw 
upon ourſelves the horrors of an invaſion, by ſecret conſpi- 
racies, diſloyalty to the beſt of Monarchs, and injudicious 
Hl-founded complaints againſt the ruling powers ?—ſhould 
we not, rather, fired with a becoming reſentment, warmed 
with patriotiſm, and zealous for our own domeſtic happi- 
neſs—ſhould we not, with promptitude and alacrity, ſtep 
forward as one man, ſubduing the ſpirit of party ; firmly 
uniting, in one bond of unity among ourſelves, and attach- 
ment to our Government, contend for our lives, our pro- 
perty, our religion, our families, our country ?—Reaſon 
would ſuggeſt the propriety of action — ſelf ꝓreſervation in- 
force the neceſſity of reſiſtance. 


Ix different ſtations, men have different wants; their 
ſentiments are not always congenial, nor do their manners 
accord; cuſtom and education have fixed and reconciled 
different modes of living: Each claſs of men, therefore, 
according to this diſtinction, muſt feel its proportion of bur- 


then when the country claims its aid. 


In the humbler walks. of life, we have comforts un— 
known to the rich :—the glittering pomp of their retinue 


may 
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1 
may faſcinate and tempt us to be diſcontented with our own: 
lation, and with ourſelves as them :— But, conſider their 
trouble allo !— Who envieth the monarch awakened from his 
pillow by the horrid din of war, or the murmurs of a difla - 
tisfied people? Who ſeeketh the dizzy precipice of danger, 
when the broad path of fafety is cloſe at his feet ?—Who 
would not prefer the wholſome bread of induſtry to the lux- 
uries of the rich, ſurrounded with anxicty and the never- 


ccaſing toils of office? As there are many members in the 


Body-Natural, fo muſt there be alſo in the Body-Politic ;— 


lubordination is neceſſary to the well-being of ſociety :— 
niceties ſhould not be too minutely conſidered, nor trifles 
inveſligated with preciſion and malice. To look upon the 
higher circles as totally diveſted of care, and encircled only 
with pleaſure, is folly ;—to envy their external proſperity, 
produces diſcontent, and diſcontent neceſſarily deftroys 
every kind of happineſs, by rendering us unfit properly to 
enjoy thoſe bleſſings, which Providence beſtows upon each 
of us. | 
7 
Ir the preſent hour appeareth diſmal, patience will effect 
what complaining can never bring to paſs; ſince to the 
gloomy and deſponding temper, the tun, however, bright, 
will not appear cheerful, whilſt the ſmalleſt glimpſe of his 
ray 
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„ 


ray will enliven the proſpect of the leſs melancholy. Should 


the preſent ſtate of things preſs hard upon us, and prove 
grievous, fretfulneſs will not bring relief; diſloyalty and diſ- 
turbance will increaſe our danger. The conſequences of 
diſunion and deſpondency ſhould be reflected upon; party 
animoſities ſhould ſubſide, jealouſies no longer ſubſiſt, ſedi- 
tion be done away: the timely uſe of ſtrenuous exertions 
ſhould be conſidered, and the abſolute neceſſity we are un- 
der, however great our preſent difficulty, of reſolutely ſtep- 
ping forth, and firmly protecting ourſelves againſt contin- 
gent calamity. 


Wispou will dictate a quiet ſubmiſſion to any trifling 


exiſting inconveniences, rather than hazard the overthrow of 


a ſettled and much-admired form of government, by ſedi- 
tious and tumultuary oppoſition ; and prudence will inſtruct 
us to bear them with patience and fortitude, till they can 
be remedied without danger. 


Ir behoves us, then, individually to keep theſe conſi- 
Uerations in view, to counterbalance the too faſhionable 


_ dofrines of the day, and to overcome the power of that 


ſpecious fatal principle, the zea/ for liberty: which, if re- 
ceived and cheriſhed, will betray us unwarily into exceſſes 
which we ſhall in vain lament and deplore. 
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By the Bleſſings of Providence, by the Power of 
an Almighty ſuperintending Agent, we ſtill continue firm 
and ftrong, amidſt all the ſtorms and tempeſts which howl 
around us. We have a King, whole private virtues deſerve 
our cloſeſt imitation, and whoſe public conduct merits the 
confidence of his people: We have a Conſtitution fo much 
w be reverenced, as, with all its alledged imperfections, de- 
ſerving our moſt active energy to defend, and every effort 
of an Engliſhman to ſupport, unſullied by the miſchievous 
animoſities of party, and invulnerable to the ſhafts of our 
cruel and inſidious enemy :-—and, if we remain true to 
ourlelves, our ſtrength will be increaſed, and our firmneſs 


become more firm, 


Tux experience we have had of His goodneſs, who 
both hath delivered, and doth deliver, leads us on ſtill to 
truſt that He 20% deliver us. This ſhould inſpire us with 
courage in the day of adverſity, and animate us with true 
and noble fortitude under all our diftrefſes :— This ſhould 
encourage us to bear our preſent afflictions with patience and | 
reſignation, not murmuring againſt government, ſpeaking evil 
of dignitics, and repining at Providence, but rather fervently 
to beſcech God, that, of His good pleaſure, He would con- 


fider our wretchedneſs, and pity us :—That He would 
defeat 
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defeat the machinations of all our enemies, — ſoften their 


hearts, and diſpoſe them to liſten to the overtures of peace, 


and the conciliatory precepts of the Goſpel. 


Br, therefore, unanimous among yourſelves—loyal to 
your ſovereign—obedient to your ſuperiours—and dutitul 


to your God: Truſt in the Lord, that He may deliver us; 


deprecate His Wrath; ſupplicate His Mercy; be thankful 


for every act of His Goodneſs; and pray unto Him faith- 
fully, with one heart and one voice, that He would com- 
mand the reeking {word of war no longer to riot in deſtruc- 
tion, but ſay unto it—Be thou ſheathed for ever ! Truſt in 
the Lord, and fervently implore Him to reſtore unto us 
the bleſſings of peace ;—that our commerce and manufactures 
may again revive and flouriſh ; that plenty may dwell in 


our land; that our hearts may be gladdened with joy; and 
that the ſhouts of thankſgiving may be heard in our ſtreets. 


FINIS. 
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